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them in seasons of exceptional severity. A number of freezing
establishments have been set up here and in the Canterbury Plains
and both wool and mutton are exported. Dairying is of growing
importance in the lowland areas.
The chief minerals of the region are gold and coal. The former
occurs mainly in the debris of the older rock, and is obtained either
by sluicing or dredging; while the latter, which generally consists
of brown coal and lignite, is found in various places. Other indus-
tries include the manufacture of woollen goods on a fairly large
scale, the preparation of New Zealand flax, and saw-milling.
Dunedin is the principal town, and is situated upon Ota go
Harbour. Ocean-going steamers can reach its wharves, but the
larger vessels are berthed at Port Chalmers. Invercargill is the
chief town of the southerly districts along Foveaux Strait, and is
situated on New River Harbour, The Bluff, the port of Invercargill
for vessels too large to make their way up the estuary, is the most
southerly in New Zealand.
THE WEST COAST, on account of its mountainous character and
dense forest vegetation, is but slightly developed. A small pro-
portion of the land is cultivated, especially in the country round
Nelson, where fruit is extensively grown, and some cattle and sheep
are reared; but the greater part of the region is as yet unoccupied,
though large areas of fertile soil are believed to exist. The geo-
logical nature of the country accounts for the variety and extent
of its mineral resources. Gold is obtained by the same means as
in the Otago peneplane, from alluvial deposits along rivers and
beaches, and the whole of Westland is a proclaimed goldfield, in
which numerous quartz veins have also been discovered. Good
bituminous coal is found along the northern part of the west coast,
and is worked in the vicinity of Westport and Greymouth, from
which places it is exported to other parts of New Zealand, At
Parapara and Onakaka on Golden Bay, in the north, there are
extensive deposits of limonite with a very high iron content
and at Onakaka blast furnaces have been built. The chief towns
are the ports of Nelson, Hokitika, Greymouth, and Westport, the
last three of which serve the mineral industries of the region.
NORTH ISLAND. As a result of the geological formation of
North Island there is much diversity in its soils, and it is impos-
sible to give a systematic account of the country without entering